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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DOR 3/24/2004

LRB Number 03-4049/1 Introduction Number AB-951 Estimate Type  Original

Subject

Property held in trust in public interest; property tax exemption to apply to activities related to the fish
population

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under current law, property that is owned by, or held in trust for, a nonprofit organization and used to preserve
native wild plant or native wild animal life, Indian mounds or other works of ancient persons, or geological or
geographical formations of scientific interest is exempt from property taxes. In addition, the property must be
open to the public, not produce a pecuniary profit for a member of the organization, and the county board must
not have made a determination regarding the first two conditions or the ownership of the property.

Under this bill property that is owned by, or held in trust for, a nonprofit organization and used for activities that
may improve or stabilize fish populations would be exempt from property taxes.

Under the bill, at least one parcel in Fond du Lac County, assessed at about $30,000 in 2003, would become
exempt. At the 2002/03 tax rate of about $16.62, about $500 in property taxes would be shifted to owners of

taxable property under the bill. State forestry taxes would decrease by about $6 per year ($30,000 x 0.0002)
under the bill.

Also, Wisconsin has numerous nonprofit organizations, including land trusts, dedicated to wetland, watershed,
river or lake restoration or improvement. For example, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources lists
about 150 lake/river associations and nonprofit corporations that qualify for lake or river grants. Most of these
organizations do not appear to own taxable property or own property that is exempt under current law.
However, data are not available to determine whether properties in addition to the parcel in Fond du Lac
County would become exempt under the bill.

Administrative costs of the bill are minimal and would be absorbed by the department.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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Original D Updated [D] Corrected D Supplemental
LRB Number 03-4049/1 Introduction Number AB-951
Subject

population
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annualized fiscal effect):
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